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Emotional automaticity is a matter of timing. 
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Abstract 

There has been a long controversy concerning whether the amygdala's response to emotional 

stimuli is automatic or dependent on attentional load. Using magnoencephalography and an 

advanced beamformer source localization technique, we found that amygdala automaticity was a 

function of time: while early amygdala responding to emotional stimuli (40-140 ms) was 

unaffected by attentional load, later amygdala response (280-410 ms), subsequent to 

frontoparietal cortex activity, was modulated by attentional load. 

Comment in 

 The (non)automaticity of amygdala responses to threat: on the issue of fast signals and 

slow measures. [J Neurosci. 2011] 

PMID: 

20427643 

[PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] Free full text 
 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=20427643
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Luo%20Q%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=20427643
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Holroyd%20T%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=20427643
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Majestic%20C%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=20427643
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Cheng%20X%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=20427643
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Schechter%20J%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=20427643
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed?term=Blair%20RJ%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=20427643
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21994360
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21994360

